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any successor would have made of his improving: and so I'd
taken it up, without experience, hoping that people would easily
see my patches in his masonry, & blame any unsightlinesses in
the construction on the guilty shoulders. But if Armstrong puts
his oar and his name to the book, then my anonymity becomes
impossible. It would be unfairly ascribed to him. Three names
on a title page are ridiculous. So do, for heaven's sake, call the
whole job off. I'm sorry you have found the text so incomplete.
I'd been hoping that it would smoothly round off the life of
D.G.H: by bringing him back to letters, in the end. Yours

T.E.S,

341 :   TO COLONEL A.  P.  WAVELL
9. 2. 28
Dear Wavell, I am reading your book,1 and liking it very much.
My first vanity, when I got it, was to look up myself in the index!
I apologise for this: but so many people have either overdone or
underdone the Arab business that it's a real pleasure to see a fair
statement of the case; so I take back my apology. You have
thrown several of your rare flowers at my person: this wasn't
necessary, you know! The author has only too good an opinion,
already, of his rotten prose. I haven't, of course, yet got very far.
Indeed I've only turned it over and read the tit-bits: they have
left me with a sharp appetite for it all: and as leisure serves me
I'm going right through, checking each move with the map, I
fancy there will be more lessons in the Palestine Campaigns than
in the French ones. I hope you have kept the enemy always in
the picture, War-books so often leave them out: and neither
Liman nor Kress is very palatable.* No, India is not good. We
are seven miles from Karachi. I have passed a lot of self-denying
ordinances, one of which keeps me within camp-bounds, another
forbids me the canteen, a third prevents my ever sitting down on
another bed than my own. Imagine me as a plaster saint: but
*  Tke Palestine Campaigns.
* Liman von Sanders and Kress von Kressenstein, German generals with the Turkish
army.